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AGENDA

► Childhood Immunizations
► SY23-24 Updated School Immunization 

Requirements

► Fall/Winter Respiratory Illnesses
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Childhood Immunizations

• Importance of Childhood Immunizations
• Immunization Coverage in the District
• Improvement in coverage since Spring 2021
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• Immunizations are a key public-health measure to prevent infectious 
disease

• Routine pediatric immunizations are a measure of pediatric care; it's 
important that children are caught up with school-required immunizations 
and well-child checks.

• DC Health is working with providers, education partners, insurers, and 
other stakeholders to ensure our youngest residents and adolescents 
remain protected against vaccine-preventable diseases, are vaccinated on-
time, and able to remain in school.

Childhood Immunization Overview



Objective Baseline Base Year Current Trend 2026 Target Data Source
Increase % of 
children with
up to date 
immunizations at 2 
years of age

70% 2018 Birth 
Cohort 69% 80%

District of Columbia 
Immunization 
Information System 
(DOCIIS)

Increase % of 
children in 
Kindergarten with 
two doses of MMR

79% 2021 88% 95%

District of Columbia 
Immunization 
Information System 
(DOCIIS)

Increase % of 
children 6 months – 
17 years up to date 
for influenza vaccine 69% 2020-21 70% 78% NIS (FluVaxView)

DC Health / Community Health Administration
Five Year Aims – By 2026 We Will Achieve…
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• Resumption of pre-pandemic 
routines

• Improved access to health care and 
immunizations

• Immunization Quality 
Improvement Program (IQIP)

Immunization Coverage at 24 Months of Age
Coverage is climbing after April 2020 low-point due to COVID-19 pandemic related 
disruptions in access to health care
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Data Source: District of Columbia Immunization Information System (DOCIIS)
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https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7116a1.htm?s_cid=mm7116a1_w

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7116a1.htm?s_cid=mm7116a1_w
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DC Kindergartner Compliance
We have moved from 79% to 88% of Kindergarteners having two doses of MMR
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National Average: 93.5%
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Two Doses MMR in Kindergarten by State, 2020-21 School Year
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Spring 
2021
79%

Spring 
2022
82%

Spring 
2023
88%

Progress in MMR Coverage



• The Vaccines for Children program 
(VFC) is a federal vaccine distribution 
program for children’s vaccines. All 
children under age 19 who are 
Medicaid eligible, uninsured, 
underinsured, or are American Indian 
or Alaska Natives (AI/AN) are eligible.

• Section 317 of the Public Health Service 
Act authorizes the federal purchase of 
vaccines to vaccinate children, 
adolescents, and adults. Over its 50-
year history, Section 317-purchased 
vaccine has been directed towards 
meeting the needs of priority 
populations. 

Vaccines for Children & 317
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By participating in the VFC Program, 
providers agree to:

• Screen all children for eligibility

• Submit documentation to the VFC program for each 
vaccine dose administered

• Follow the recommended immunization schedule 
established by the ACIP, the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, the American Academy of Family 
Practitioners and DC law except where medically 
contraindicated

• Not charge for VFC-supplied vaccine

• Provide vaccine information materials as prescribed by 
law

• Allow VFC staff access to your practice for technical 
assistance and program review

Vaccines for Children & 317 (Cont'd)
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In the District of Columbia, there are:

• 54 - VFC providers 

• Estimated 10 private practices have enrolled

• Remainder are Federally Qualified Health 
Centers (FQHC) and Community Based 
Organizations (CBO)

• 22 - 317 providers

• All providers are FQHCs and CBOs



District Pediatric Vaccine Access
PedsVax.dc.gov
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https://dchealth.dc.gov/immunization
https://dchealth.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doh/service_content/attachments/September%202023_Pediatric%20Vaccination%20Opportunities%20Calendar_r1.pdf
https://dchealth.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doh/page_content/attachments/2023%20Pediatric%20Locations%20-%20EN.pdf


Created/Revised 2023 —  DC Health | Government of the District of Columbia

SY23-24 School Immunization 
Requirements
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• This school year, DC Health has updated the definition of compliance to make it clearer for families and 
simpler for schools and healthcare providers to know when a child needs any given vaccine. As soon as it is 
due (based on the CDC schedule), it is required to attend school. 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/parents/schedules/index.html

DC Health School Immunization Requirements SY23-24

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/parents/schedules/index.html
https://dchealth.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doh/2023_DCH_School%20Immunization%20Requirements%20Guide_.pdf
https://dchealth.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doh/DCH_Childhood%20Vaccination%20Guide.pdf


School Immunization 
Policy Six Steps

• Activities that apply to students in all 
grades are in blue.

• Activities that apply only to non-
compliant students in grades pre-K 3, 
kindergarten, 7 and 11 are in green.
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Fall/Winter Respiratory Illnesses

COVID-19, Flu, RSV
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• Health equity: the state at which everyone has an opportunity to attain 
their highest level of health, regardless of income, geography, education, 
and other key social determinants.

• Vaccine equity: vaccines should be distributed across geographies based on 
needs and regardless of economic status. Access to and allocation of 
vaccines should be based on principles grounded in the right of every 
human to enjoy the highest attainable standard of health without 
distinction of race, religion, political belief, economic, or any other social 
condition.

Achieving Vaccine and Health Equity



Created/Revised 2023 —  DC Health | Government of the District of Columbia

• 2018 District Health 
Equity Report identifies 
9 key drivers of health:

• To eliminate 
disparities, we need 
intentional action 
across:
⎼ Access to quality health 

care

⎼ Social and structural 
determinants of health

⎼ Structural and 
institutional racism

Achieving Vaccine and Health Equity

https://dchealth.dc.gov/publication/health-equity-report-district-columbia-2018
https://dchealth.dc.gov/publication/health-equity-report-district-columbia-2018
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• Objectives
⎼ Increase equitable vaccination access and coverage for vaccine-preventable respiratory 

illnesses

⎼ Increase awareness of public health information related to respiratory illnesses

⎼ Prevent illness and reduce premature deaths from respiratory illnesses in the District

⎼ Reduce the burden on the healthcare system from respiratory illnesses throughout the District

• Focus Populations
⎼ COVID-19: Age 65 and older, people with chronic medical conditions, weakened immune 

systems

⎼ Influenza: Age 65 and older, children under age 5 years, people with chronic medical 
conditions, pregnant people

⎼ RSV: Infants up to 12 months, Adults over 60 years, adults with chronic medical conditions, 
weakened immune systems

Objectives and Focus Populations
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COVID-19 Hospital Admissions and Emergency Visits

Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#maps_new-admissions-rate-state

National Data DC Data​

DC COVID-19 Hospital Admission Levels Medium​

DC COVID-19 Emergency Visits Low​

Estimated raw # of new COVID-19 hospital 
admissions in week

78​

New COVID-19 admissions per 100K over the 
past week​

11.05​

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#maps_new-admissions-rate-state


Source: https://biobot.io/data/#county-11001.0 

COVID-19 Wastewater Monitoring: Last 6 Months
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https://biobot.io/data/#county-11001.0
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• COVID-19 Vaccine Updated Booster Coverage in District by Ward. Source: District of Columbia 
Immunization Information System, DC Health, September 16, 2023.

COVID-19 Coverage
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Influenza (Season 2022-2023)



Influenza Immunization Data
End of Flu Season 2022-23
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Influenza
Administrations as of 9/16/2023
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• Influenza, COVID-19 and RSV-associated hospitalizations

• Proportion deaths from Influenza, COVID-19 and RSV

• COVID-19 and Influenza vaccination coverage
⎼ By focus population, statistical neighborhood, and social/structural indicators, when feasible

• DC hospital capacity

Key Metrics for Fall/Winter 2023-2024



Existing Vaccine Infrastructure Expanded Vaccine Infrastructure
Vaccines for Children
• 57 sites in the District
• All ACIP recommended vaccines

Bridge Program
• Federal program for COVID-19 vaccine for uninsured adults

317/Vaccines for Adults
• 22 sites in the District
• Limited allotment

Home Vaccination
(Expanded Eligibility)
• Difficulty leaving home
• Medicaid or Alliance
• Limited English Proficiency

Primary Care, Urgent Care, Hospitals Vaccine Exchange
• CBOs, schools, employers request an event staffed by vaccine providers 

around the District
Tiered approach
• < 25 (Home Vax)
• 25-49 (Grantees)
• 50+ Commercial providers

Pharmacies Under-vaccinated Populations Grants
• Wards 5, 7, 8
• Newly-arrived immigrants
• Racial/ethnic minorities with low coverage
• DCHA Housing facilities
• 65 years and up

Existing and Expanded Immunization Infrastructure
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• Preventative Measures
⎼ Wash your hands

⎼ Mask in crowded areas

⎼ Stay home when sick

⎼ Get the vaccines recommended for you

• Use the Vaccine Exchange for Flu or 
COVID
⎼ DC Health connects community groups with vaccine 

providers at request.vaccineexchange.dc.gov

What You Need To Know About Fall and Winter 
Respiratory Illnesses

• Use our Home Vaccination Program
⎼ Residents can call 1-855-363-0333 if they are DC 

residents and have difficulty leaving their home, 
primarily communicate in languages other than 
English, or have insurance through Medicaid or the 
Healthcare Alliance

• COVID-19 tests, KN95 masks, and PPE 
supplies are available 
⎼ DC Gov agencies and nonprofits can go through the 

Office of Contracts and Procurement 
(ocp.dc.gov/page/federal-surplus-property-program) 
to request for free

⎼ Residents can purchase KN95 and COVID-19 tests at 
pharmacies and online

⎼ Starting 9/25, the Federal Government is offering free 
COVID-19 tests through CovidTests.Gov

http://request.vaccineexchange.dc.gov
http://ocp.dc.gov/page/federal-surplus-property-program
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Questions?
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